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Since the beginning of the year, the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee has held three meetings as it works to address two requests for standards development and assigned items from the 2026 WEQ Annual Plan.
As part of its February meeting, the subcommittee began reviewing Standards Request R26002, submitted by Black Hills Energy.  The request proposes to expand the field length for data elements used to post transmission rates to OASIS nodes.  As described in the request, transmission rates are traditionally posted using megawatt (MW) values but the MW value representation for some transmission rates exceeds the allowed five-character limit maximum for the data elements.  While some entities have begun using kilowatt values as a workaround, this creates inconsistencies in how the posted prices are represented within OASIS nodes and may cause confusion among customers evaluating transmission offerings.  The participants are considering expanding the character length as well as the required number of decimals to represent transmission rates to support uniformity, increase transparency, and better accommodate future market changes, such as the integration of distributed energy resources and expanded large loads.
Following the February meeting, Southern Company submitted a request also related to OASIS data element field lengths.  As identified in the Standards Request R26004, some of the data elements used to represent information on OASIS nodes, like source and sink points, is used in other industry applications and corresponds to data objects registered in the NAESB Electric Industry Registry (EIR).  The request proposes modifications to the WEQ-003 OASIS Data Dictionary to ensure uniform formatting between OASIS nodes and the NAESB EIR.  The WEQ OASIS Subcommittee began evaluating the request during its March meeting and is working to identify overlapping data points that should be reviewed for consistency.
Also, during the March meeting, the subcommittee began considering the need for revisions to the WEQ OASIS-related standards based on implementation and operational experiences since the adoption of WEQ Version 004.  As part of its most recent meeting in April, the participants reviewed standard modifications made to provide greater specificity regarding the transmission reservation process regarding the treatment of redirects.  The participants are evaluating if further revisions could provide greater clarity and consistency with the FERC’s policy addressing a customer’s ability to keep its contractual rights to point-to-point firm transmission service on the original path it has reserved while the customer’s request for a redirect is pending.
The WEQ OASIS Subcommittee has scheduled a meeting for May 12, 2026 to continue discussions regarding these items.
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