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FROM:		Regina Jang, Staff Attorney
RE:	WGQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS)
In March, the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) held its first Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) meeting to address the assigned plan item to review the use of existing WGQ Nominations Related Standards data elements. This effort reflects the initial stage of a broader effort to determine any needed updates and revisions to the WGQ Nominations Related Standard, given that the data elements have expanded over 30 years without retiring or updating elements that are no longer in use. 
During the meeting, participants identified how data elements and its associated categories are used across different companies, industry segments, and specific tariff offerings within the electronic bulletin board (EBB) and electric data interchange (EDI) systems. As part of this discussion, participants identified elements with unclear or inconsistent usage, as well as element that serve the same purpose, and agreed to conduct further research to better understand its application. Participants also considered whether certain data elements should be reassigned to categories that more accurately reflect its use to help streamline the nominations process. 
The next WGQ BPS meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2026, during which participants will review the findings from their research and consider the potential implications of changes to the data elements in the Nominations Standard on related data sets in other standards, including confirmations, scheduling, allocations, shipper imbalances, and invoices. Building on these finding, participants will also determine the most effective approach for broad industry feedback on the proposed changes.
As part of the April 21, 2026 meeting, participants will also begin consideration of Standards Request R26005. The Request, submitted by Kinder Morgan, proposes adding four new data elements to the NAESB WGQ Pre-determined Allocation standards: Swing Contract, Swing Location, Swing Limit, and Swing Percentage. According to the Request, Tennessee Gas Pipeline allows customers to resolve daily imbalances under their balancing agreements, and the proposed data elements would facilitate the exchange of necessary information to resolve these imbalances at delivery points covered by a balancing party’s operational balancing agreement (OBA).
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