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December 3, 2025
TO:	All Interested Parties
FROM:		Caroline Trum, Director of Wholesale Electric Activities  
RE:	RMQ Business Practices Subcommittee Activities
On December 2, 2025, RMQ membership ratified Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) business practices for the NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Distribution Grid Services from DER Aggregations (NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract).  These standards allow parties to create a digitized version of the NAESB standardized contract that can be used to conduct transactions on distributed ledgers.  In developing the recommendation, the RMQ was able to leverage existing NAESB DLT Business Practice Standards, such as those supporting the NAESB standardized contracts for the sale and purchase of natural gas and voluntary renewable energy certificates The ratified standards will be included in the next version of the RMQ Business Practice Standards.
This was the second phase of development supporting the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract which supports bilateral negotiations between distribution utilities and DER aggregators for grid service transactions subject to state or local jurisdiction.  NAESB initiated the effort at the request of the U.S. Department of Energy to develop a standardized contract intended to add efficiency and certainty to the negotiation process for the acquisition of distribution grid services in the retail markets.  Participants in the standards development effort also created the NAESB Conditions Precedent Addendum which supports the DER aggregator’s registration process with a utility to provide distribution grid services. The optional addendum allows parties to specify requirements that must be met before conducting transactions under the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Contract.
Additionally, the RMQ BPS continues to hold joint meetings with the WEQ BPS regarding the development of standards to help facilitate industry use of registries to share DER and aggregation data.  Since kicking off the effort in April, participants have identified a number of operational and market processes reliant upon the availability and accuracy of DER information and discussed how a registry could act as a single point of truth to validate DER-related information.  Currently, the subcommittees are in the process of developing use cases based on potential industry areas of priority for standardization identified through meeting discussions and participant feedback.  The RMQ and WEQ BPS have scheduled additional joint meetings for December 8 and December 18, 2025.
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