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DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome
Ms. Sieg welcomed the participants to the meeting. Ms. Trum provided the antitrust and meeting policies reminder.  The participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Sieg reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Sappenfield moved, seconded by Mr. Thappetaobula, to adopt the agenda.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the September 12, 2025 meeting.  No modifications were offered.  Mr. Thappetaobula moved, seconded by Mr. A. Watkins, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote.  The final minutes are available at the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps091225fm.docx 
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the September 2, 2025 meeting of the WEQ BPS Western Interconnection Congestion Management Working Group.  No modifications were offered.  Mr. A. Watkins moved, seconded by Mr. Norton, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote.  The final minutes are available at the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps_WICM090225fm.docx 
2. Review and Discuss Formal Comments to the Recommendation to Support 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b / Standards Request R24005 – Develop and/or modify the WEQ-008 Transmission Loading Relief – Eastern Interconnection Business Practice Standards to support congestion management processes for the Western Interconnection
Ms. Sieg stated that WAPA, PCI Energy Solutions, and Southern Company submitted comments as part of the industry formal comment period on the recommendation to support 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b / Standards Request R24005.
Ms. Sieg asked Mr. Rice reviewed the comments provided by WAPA.  Mr. Rice stated that the comments note that the proposed standards do not address the impacts of counterflows on relief obligations.  He asked the participants consider modifications to clarify if there will be adjustments to intra-hour schedules based on counterflows, and, if so, the process for reallocation.  Mr. A. Watkins responded that the intention of the standards included in section WEQ-XXX-3.3.4 is to make clear that firm intra-hour e-Tags cannot be prevented from flowing if there is still non-firm transmission available to curtail.  He explained that the standards do not prevent counterflows from flowing during a Western Interconnection Loading Relief (WLR) event.  Mr. Thappetaobula agreed.  He suggested that there is not a need to address counterflows within the standards as under the WLR Process, curtailments and relief obligations are assigned to flowing transactions that have a positive impact of 5% or greater on a constraint, which a counterflow would not.  
Mr. Rice noted that counterflows may relieve congestion in the area of constraint.  He suggested that the standards clarify how reloads and reallocations will be addressed based on impact from a counterflow.  Mr. Johnson stated that counterflows are not included in relief obligation calculations of the Enhanced Curtailment Calculator (ECC) tool under the WLR Process.  He explained that the reliability coordinator would be responsible for determining what action, if any, should be taken, based on actual flow.  Mr. Hundal stated that a counterflow may not result in an automatic reload or reallocation, noting that the response based on the impact of a counterflow would likely vary based on a number of factors and be situation specific.  He stated that while reliability coordinators need access to the information, a specific action should not be required.  Mr. Thappetaobula agreed that reliability coordinators will need access to this information and suggested that as part of the implementation process, there be consideration for how counterflow impacts will be shown to reliability coordinators.  Mr. Rice stated that this would address the consideration identified by WAPA.  The participants included this response to the comment provided by WAPA.
Mr. Rice stated that WAPA also proposed revisions to WEQ-XXX-3.4 for clarity.  There was general agreement to make the modifications.  Mr. Rice stated that WAPA also proposes the subcommittee review the draft language to ensure the correct usage of the terms “balancing authority” and “balancing authority area” within the standards.  Mr. Wood stated that he had preformed this review as part of the formal comments submitted by Southern Company.  He explained that he had one minor change in WEQ-000 but did not identify any needed modifications to the standards language.  There was general agreement that the references within the standards are correct.
The WEQ BPS response to the WAPA formal comments is available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps101725a4.docx 
Mr. Phillips asked Mr. Devarakonda to review the comments provided by PCI Energy Solutions. Mr. Devarakonda asked if there is a need to clarify within the standards the expected data exchanges between the ECC tool and e-Tagging systems.  Mr. Watkins stated that the ECC tool already incorporates the use of real-time data as part of its modeling functionality and that the standards language requires the ECC to support real-time power output data submissions.  Mr. Devarakonda asked if there is a process to evaluate and adjust the curtailment threshold identified within the standards.  Mr. Watkins responded that the ECC Working Group is responsible for monitors the ECC tool and will evaluate the implementation of the WLR Process.  Ms. Trum stated that if needed, revisions to the standards, including to modify the curtailment threshold, can be considered as part of future standard development efforts.  Mr. Devarakonda asked how the standards address reporting of WLR events.  Mr. Watkins stated that WEQ-XXX-1.3 requires reliability coordinators to maintain logs for the initiation of a WLR event and WEQ-XXX-3.1 includes notification requirements.  Mr. Devarakonda stated that the responses address the comments of PCI Energy Solutions.
The WEQ BPS response to the PCI Energy Solutions formal comments is available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps101725a3.docx 
Mr. Phillips asked Mr. Wood to review the comments provided by Southern Company.  Mr. Wood explained that the comments propose minor revisions for consistency.  There was general agreement from participants to incorporate the changes proposed by Southern Company.  Mr. Wood asked if the participants intentionally chose not to create a defined term for Western Interconnection Unscheduled Flow Mitigation Plan.  Mr. Hundal explained that this is a separate process for congestion management outlined by the NERC Reliability Standards.  He stated that for this reason, the participants agreed that for clarity, the proper term should be referenced but that NAESB standards should not define its use.  Ms. Berdahl asked if WEQ-000 can include an acronym that is not also a defined term.  Mr. Wood stated that this is not an issue, noting that there are several other acronyms identified in WEQ-000-1 that are not defined in WEQ-000-2.
The WEQ BPS response to the Southern Company formal comments is available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/member_login_check.asp?doc=weq_bps101725a2.docx 
3. Develop Late Formal Comments from the Subcommittee for WEQ Executive Committee Consideration
Mr. Phillips stated that as discussed during the meeting, the late comments from the WEQ BPS include the revisions to WEQ-XXX-3.4 proposed by WAPA and the consistency changes proposed by Southern Company.  He asked if there were any other revisions that should be considered.  Mr. Wood suggested that the late comments add WEQ-000-1.1 to denote that the term “Transmission Service Provider” is used within the new standard.  There were no objections.
Mr. Phillips asked if participants had any other issues to address.  None were offered.  Mr. Thappetaobula moved, seconded by Mr. A. Watkins, to adopt the revisions to the recommendation and responses to the formal comments, as discussed during the meeting, as late formal comments of the WEQ BPS.  The motion passed a simple majority vote with no opposition. 
The proposed revisions made by the WEQ BPS to the recommendation are available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/member_login_check.asp?doc=weq_bps101725a1.docx 
4. Other Business
Mr. Phillips stated that the late formal comments from the WEQ BPS would be provide to the WEQ Executive Committee for consideration as part of its meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 22, 2025.  He encouraged those interested to register for the meeting.
5. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:44 PM Central on a motion by Mr. Rice, seconded by Mr. Lowe.
6. Attendance 
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