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NAESB WEQ Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee Meeting Final Minutes – May 2, 2023
Wholesale Electric Quadrant

Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS)
Conference Call
May 2, 2023 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Central
FINAL MINUTES
1. Welcome 
Mr. Buus welcomed the participants to the meeting and the participants introduced themselves. Ms. Trum delivered the NAESB Antitrust and Meeting Policy reminder.  Mr. Buus reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Norris moved, seconded by Ms. Kee to adopt the revised agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.

The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the October 4, 2022.  A minor revision was made to correct the attendance list.  Ms. Gary moved, seconded by Mr. Norris to adopt the revised draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes from the October 4, 2022 meeting are available at the following link: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_ciss100422fm.doc. 
2. Discuss 2023 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b – Review annually at a minimum, the current version of the NAESB Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and make revisions as necessary to ensure the specification continues to be supportive of applicable NERC Reliability Standards and NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standards and is reflective of current cybersecurity best practices
Mr. Buus stated that this item for the WEQ CISS was proposed as part of the March 28, 2023 WEQ Executive Committee meeting and subsequently approved by the NAESB Board of Directors.  Ms. Trum stated that similar to the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee, which has a recurring item to review and update the WEQ-012 Business Practice Standards and NAESB Accreditation Requirements for Authorized Certificate Authorities, the annual plan item was created for the WEQ CISS to perform at least a yearly review of the e-Tagging Specification to make sure that the document is still supportive of NERC and NAESB standards addressing coordinate interchange and reflective of cybersecurity best practices.  Mr. Buus asked if there are any areas within the specification that participants would like to review.  
Mr. Browning suggested that the subcommittee review Section 3.4 Date and Time Handling to determine if there is a need for additional clarity regarding ramp start time to better align the specification with WEQ-004.  He explained that for e-Tags which cross the Eastern Interconnection into the Western Interconnection, and a curtailment action occurs which only curtails the load, not the generation, the specification is not clear as to if the default ramping window that applies is the default 10-minute window utilized by the Eastern Interconnection or the 20-minute window used by the Western Interconnection.  Mr. Pradhan stated that in reading WEQ-004-17, it appears that the intent is that if a curtailment does not impact the generator, that curtailment should not impact the ramp window.  Mr. Buus noted that WEQ-004-17.3 indicates that for e-Tags crossing the interconnection boundaries, the default ramp duration is 20-minutes at the top of the hour and 10-minutes at all other times.  Mr. Browning stated that neither of these standards directly indicates if the ramp duration changes based on a curtailment that happens at the top of the hour or only if the curtailment happens within the hour.  He stated that it appears the intention may have been for reliability adjustments that happen after the top of the hour to use a 10-minute ramp duration in order to take action as quickly as possible, otherwise, the duration should be 20-minutes.  Mr. Buus stated that in evaluating modifications to the e-Tag Specification in this area, it may be helpful to know if there are differing implementation interpretations that could cause revisions to the e-Tag Specification to be of a substantive nature that would require software changes.  He suggested that an update to the e-Tag Specification will be a substantive change, then it may be necessary to consider updates WEQ-004 to provide additional clarity in the standards as well.  Mr. Browning volunteered to put together proposed language for the subcommittee to consider as part of the next meeting.
Ms. Hunt suggested that it may be beneficial to have a requirement that marketing entities are required to take action to approve an e-Tag rather than allow for passive approval.  Mr. Pradhan indicated that the e-Tag Specification does discuss passive approvals but that this functionality is based on the approval windows outlined in WEQ-004.  He stated that changes to this function will likely require standard modifications as well.  Mr. Buus stated that this would likely be better addressed through a request for standards development as this is a new concept and not changes for clarity or to align the e-Tag Specification with existing standards.  

Mr. Aparicio asked how substantive changes to the e-Tag Specification can be proposed.  Ms. Trum stated that NAESB has a request for standards development that can be submitted by any interested party.  Mr. Aparicio asked if it would be possible to update the dispute resolution message to include a timestamp that reflects when the e-Tag was transition into its final state, meaning the moment that the e-Tag Authority has recognized that all required parties have approved the e-Tag.  Mr. Pradhan stated that, by design, the dispute resolution message does not have all approval timestamps but that there are other messages that would provide such information.  Mr. Buus suggested that the participants identify which messages this timestamp is included on but noted that any modifications to messaging content could be a substantive change that would be better addressed through a request for standards development.
Mr. Browning indicated that the e-Tag Specification still refers to “IA” or Interchange Authority in several locations and proposed that the participants may also want to discuss if this term is an outdated reference and should be replaced.  He suggested that the participants also verify if there are any needed modifications to Section 1.4.6 Profile Descriptions to provide additional clarity.  Mr. Robinson suggested that the participants review references to the NERC INT Reliability Standards to ensure they are still correct.  Mr. Buus noted that this was done prior to the release of Version 1.8.4 but that it would be helpful to re-verify this information.
The participants continued to review the e-Tag Specification.  Mr. Buus suggested that the participants flag Section 1.4.10 Rounding for a more in-depth review.  Mr. Robinson asked if 1.4.11 Carbon Copy List needed to be updated to reflect the FERC requirement that the Commission be included in the carbon copy list for e-Tags.  Mr. Pradhan stated that this section just addresses general requirements as it is applicable to any entity participating in e-Tagging, including Canadian entities.  He indicated that there is a separate appendix that better clarifies Commission access to e-Tags as part of requirements found in FERC order No. 771.  Mr. Browning suggested that Section 1.4.12 Electric Industry Registry (EIR) Data be revised to better clarify that “updated registration information” refers to the release of an emergency publication by the NAESB EIR. 

The participants agreed to continue review of the document at the next meeting, beginning with Section 1.5 Training Requirements
3. Other Business

Ms. Trum stated that she would work with the subcommittee co-chairs to schedule the next meeting of the subcommittee.
4. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:56 PM Central on a motion by Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Pradhan.
5. Attendance

	First Name
	Last Name
	Organization

	Michael 
	Aparicio
	Power Settlements

	Nik
	Browning
	MISO

	Zack
	Buus
	BPA

	Bhushan
	Dhuri
	PJM

	Tina
	Gary
	Portland General Electric

	Eva
	Hunt
	Avista Corporation

	Lila
	Kee
	GlobalSign

	Mike
	Norris
	BPA

	Alok
	Pradhan
	OATI

	Ron
	Robinson
	TVA

	Adrina
	Tarver
	BPA

	Caroline
	Trum
	NAESB
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