[image: image1.png]0

I

0




North American Energy Standards Board

1415 Louisiana, Suite 3460, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via posting

TO:
Interested Industry Parties
FROM:
Elizabeth Mallett, Director, Wholesale Gas and Retail Markets Quadrants
DATE:
June 2, 2023
RE:
NAESB WEQ Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee Meeting Draft Minutes – May 31, 2023
Wholesale Electric Quadrant

Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS)
Conference Call
May 31, 2023 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Central
DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome 
Mr. Buus opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. Ms. Mallett delivered the NAESB Antitrust and Meeting Policy reminder.  Mr. Buus reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Phillips moved, seconded by Mr. Norris, to adopt the agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.

The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the May 2, 2023.  Mr. Norris moved, seconded by Ms. Kee, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes from the May 2, 2023 meeting are available at the following link: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_ciss050223fm.doc
2. Discuss 2023 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b – Review annually at a minimum, the current version of the NAESB Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and make revisions as necessary to ensure the specification continues to be supportive of applicable NERC Reliability Standards and NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standards and is reflective of current cybersecurity best practices
Mr. Buus noted that two documents were posted for the meeting: Version 1.8.4 of the NAESB e-Tag Functional Specification and a work paper for 2023 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b.  The subcommittee began its discussion with the workpaper.
3.4 Date and Time Handling: Mr. Buus noted that the end of this section concerns ramp timing, a topic Mr. Browning would expand upon.  Mr. Browning stated that, during the review of the NAESB e-Tag Functional Specification a question arose with regard to ramp timing across the Western and Eastern Interconnections.  He noted that there could be divergent interpretations of the language in the implementation.  The participants discussed the default ramp duration in the Eastern Interconnection (10 minutes) and the Western Interconnection (20 minutes) and when a transaction crosses the boundaries of the two interconnections.  Mr. Browning noted an exception to the timing rules in cases of curtailments or reloads and asked whether the participants were implementing 10 minutes at the top of the hour for cross-boundary transactions.  Mr. Buus asked the participants whether they agree that the top of the hour is 20 minutes and there is a default to the Western Interconnection timing. Mr. Pradhan stated that 10 minutes is utilized for curtailments for the top of the hour or after the hour. Mr. Browning read WEQ-004-17.2 to the subcommittee and asked whether the intent was to have 20 minutes at the top of the hour.  He stated that, from a MISO perspective, there is no preference.  Mr. Pradhan asked whether a 10-minute curtailment created an issue.  Mr. Browning stated that the concern is that not everyone is applying the language in the same way.
Mr. Browning provided an example where the generation, not the load, changes.  He stated that, given that scenario, it would not be a curtailment that would impact ramp duration default rules because the generation is not changing.  Mr. Pradhan stated that it would not be the curtailment ramp, but the 20 minutes, if it was 20 minutes before.  Mr. Browning stated that the specification spells out the outcome, but the language in the WEQ-004 standards is silent.  Mr. Buus stated that the curtailment is based on generation changes, not load. He stated that the gray area is really not addressed in the specification or the standard.  The participants discussed whether a clarification could be made through a minor correction or a standards request. Mr. Browning volunteered to bring back proposed language for both WEQ-004 and the e-Tag Functional Specification for the next meeting.
1.4.10 Rounding: Mr. Buus stated that, from a BPA perspective this topic could be skipped.  He asked for any further comments and none were offered. 

1.4.12 EIR Data:  Mr. Browning indicated that the e-Tag Specification still refers to “IA” for Interchange Authority in two locations and the outdated reference should be replaced.  The subcommittee agreed and replaced “the IA’s” with “e-Tag Authority Service” in the definition of the term “EXPIRATION” in Section 1.2 and Section 1.3 e-Tag Terminology.  
The participants continued to review the e-Tag Specification, picking up where they left off during the last meeting at Section 1.5 Training Requirements. 

 1.6.1.1 Submitting a New e-Tag Request: After finding references to “Authority Service” throughout the specification, the participants added a phrase, “[a]lso referred to as “Authority Service”, in the last sentence of the definition for the term “e-Tag Authority Service”. 

1.6.1.3 Submitting a Profile Change Request and Throughout the e-Tag Functional Specification: The subcommittee agreed to lowercase the word “Service” or “Services” in the phrase “e-Tag Service(s)” throughout the document. 
1.6.2.2, 1.6.3.1, 1.6.3.3, 1.6.3.4: A note was made to determine whether the references to approval rights in the NERC INT Standards are appropriate. Mr. Robinson suggested that the participants review the references to the NERC INT Reliability Standards throughout the specification to ensure they are still correct.
1.6.3.1 Approving and Denying Requests: The subcommittee participants agreed to delete the first sentence of the section and move the second sentence to the new first paragraph. The references to the NERC Interchange Scheduling and Coordination Standards were removed in the last paragraph and the participants determined that the same reference in earlier paragraphs should be retained. The participants confirmed that “Request” is a defined term. 
1.6.4.3 Distribution of Potential TLR Profile Change: 
Mr. Browning asked whether this section was different from a curtailment.  Mr. Robinson stated that the RC initially issues a TLR, and could then issue an exclusion on a portion of the tag to be exempt.  He stated that the best example is when a BA is an EAA and would like imports to be exempted.

Section 2.3.2 Security Key Creation: Mr. Buus asked whether the number of characters should be specified, as the numbers would eventually increase over time.  Mr. Browning stated that the numbers are not actually unique, as one would need both the Security Key and the Password, the numbers may be duplicated.  He suggested that the section be revised to delete the word “unique.” The participants agreed and revised the section accordingly.
The changes made to the Specification throughout the were noted in a new work paper available at:  https://www.naesb.org/member_login_check.asp?doc=weq_ciss053123a1.docx.
During its next meeting, the subcommittee will continue its review of the e-Tag Functional Specification beginning with Section 2.6 Function Implementation.
3. Other Business

There was no further business discussed. 
4. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 PM Central on a motion by Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Browning.
5. Attendance
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