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Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS)
Conference Call
July 28, 2020 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Central
DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome 
Mr. Phillips welcomed the participants to the meeting and the participants introduced themselves. Ms. Trum delivered the NAESB Antitrust and Meeting Policy reminder.  Mr. Phillips reviewed the agenda.  Ms. Townley moved, seconded by Mr. Tritch, to adopt the agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.

The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the June 22, 2020 meeting.  Corrections were made to fix a typographical error.  Mr. Norris moved, seconded by Ms. Townley, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes from the meeting are available at the following link: https://naesb.org//pdf4/weq_ciss062220fm.doc. 
2. Discuss Vendor Interoperability Testing Results and Confirm Implementation Date for e-Tagging Functional Specification Version 1.8.4
Ms. Trum stated that vendor interoperability testing was conducted on July 21, 2020 with all vendors, Hartigen, MCG Energy, OATI PCI, Power Settlements, and SoftSmiths participating.  The majority of the interoperability testing was successful, but one vendor encountered issues.  Mr. Tritch stated that Hartigen experienced an environmental issue with an application server unrelated to e-Tagging or messaging.  He indicated that Hartigen resolved the issue after the interoperability testing and was able to successfully test with both e-Tagging authority services, MCG Energy and OATI.  Mr. Phillips asked if further interoperability testing would be needed.  Mr. Tritch indicated that Hartigen did not need additional interoperability testing and was ready to move forward with implementation on August 18.  Mr. Sloan stated that MCG Energy is ready to implement without any additional interoperability testing.  Mr. Pradhan stated that OATI is ready to move forward with implementation without additional interoperability testing.  Ms. Fanjing, Mr. Stone, and Mr. Aparicio indicated that PCI, SoftSmiths, and Power Settlements, respectively, were ready to implement on August 18 without any additional interoperability testing.
Ms. Fanjing reminded the participants that the implementation plan identifies the timing of implementation as 00:00 Central Standard Time on August 18, 2020 and that the implementation plan also includes the identification of the timing for implementation adjusted for daylight savings time across the various time zones.
Mr. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Tritch, to accept the results of the interoperability testing and move forward with the implementation of e-Tagging Functional Specification Version 1.8.4 as identified in the implementation plan.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.

Ms. Trum stated that as has been done in the past, NAESB will establish a conference bridge during the implementation to allow the parties to communicate during the implementation period.  She indicated that the conference bridge would be opened 15 minutes prior to the start of implementation and remain open for approximately 30 minutes to allow any determinations to be made regarding a roll-back to the prior version, if necessary, as identified in the implementation plan.  The conference bridge information will be disseminated via the tagging vendor distribution list.
3. Continue to Discuss 2020 WEQ Annual Plan Item 4.f
Mr. Phillips stated that during the previous meeting, the participants had discussed several different options for how to address the annual plan item, but that straw polls did not identify a clear consensus.  Mr. Dhuri stated that aid in discussion, he had created a work paper that identified some of the high-level concepts that could be documented through either standards or a specification.  In submitting the standards item as part of the annual plan development process, the intent of PJM and MISO was the development of some sort of documentation that provides guidance to entities developing an automated NSI checkout process.  Mr. Dhuri stated that a high-level document which identifies the elements that should be accounted for or considered would satisfy the intent of the request.

The participants discussed the work paper.  Mr. Buus noted that parties already have steps that need to be completed in the check-out process today and explained that those steps would likely need to be accounted for in any automated process.
A straw poll was conducted to determine if the CISS should continue discussion to pursue draft standard requirements that incorporate the concepts of the work paper.  Mr. Browning and Mr. Dhuri expressed support for moving forward with additional discussion.  Mr. Baisden and Ms. Mendrala expressed opposition for moving forward.  

Ms. Mendrala stated that there are benefits to an automated checkout process, but that a NAESB standard may not be needed.  Ms. Gerush stated that SPP is not opposed to pursuing standards development but explained that SPP would likely not utilize such standards as it has to interact with entities in both the Eastern and Western Interconnections.  Mr. Buus explained BPA would not utilize the standards as entities in the Western Interconnection participate in a checkout process through the WIT.  He stated that standards on this issue could be beneficial as long as the standards are not applicable to Western Interconnection entities.
The participants discussed how to move forward with discussions on the annual plan item.  Mr. Dhuri volunteered to take an action item to draft potential standards for discussion at the next meeting.
4. Other Business

Discuss Need for Updates to Tagging System Backup Procedures
Mr. Buus stated that as discussed during the previous meeting, WEQ-004 and the e-Tagging Functional Specification contain back-up tagging procedures and processes to be utilized in instances of tagging failure.  He explained that he had reviewed theses processes and suggested that there may be areas which should be reviewed to incorporate new processes or more modern technology.  While the e-Tagging Functional Specification does require vendors to have secondary, back-up systems, Appendix A of WEQ-004 identifies phone calls, faxes, and emails as the primary backup modes of communication for tagging information.  Mr. Buus stated that due to the sheer volume of tags, this level of person-to-person communication would likely not be inadequate to communicate all the necessary data should an outage occur.  He explained that this could cause an issue with downstream systems, many of which are reliant on tagging data to function.
Mr. Stone expressed support for a further review of the current procedures and determine if there are newer technologies or different processes that should be implemented.  Mr. Browning and Me. Gerush agreed.  Mr. Browning stated that the documentation in the standards and specification focus on e-Tag authority actions for a single failure and communications between entities for a singular problem, like failure to adjust a tag.  He suggested that there may be a need to be a consideration of incorporating language reflective of current practices beyond singular points of failure.  Ms. Mendrala suggested that it may be valuable to review the NERC Reliability Standards that address tagging failures and identify any standards gaps which should be addressed in the WEQ Business Practice Standards.
Mr. Buus stated that he would submit a request for standards development on this topic to NAESB.

Future Meetings

Ms. Trum will work with the subcommittee co-chairs to schedule the next meeting.
5. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 2:23 PM Central on a motion by Ms. Gerush, seconded by Mr. Norris.
6. Attendance

	First Name
	Last Name
	Organization

	Michael
	Aparicio
	Power Settlements

	Dan
	Baisden
	Southern Company

	Shari
	Brown
	SPP

	Nik
	Browning
	MISO

	Zack
	Buus
	BPA

	Bhushan
	Dhuri
	PJM

	Robert
	Edwards
	BPA

	Patrick
	Foley
	NV Energy

	Tina
	Gary
	Portland General Electric

	Julie
	Gerush
	SPP

	Fanjing
	Guo
	PCI

	Eva
	Hunt
	Avista

	Cheryl
	Mendrala
	ISO-New England

	Patrick
	Mulloy
	PCI

	Mike
	Norris
	BPA

	Joshua
	Phillips
	SPP

	Alok
	Pradhan
	OATI

	Chris
	Sloan
	MCG

	Larry
	Stone
	SoftSmiths

	Tracy
	Townley
	Avista

	Andy
	Tritch
	Hartigen

	Caroline
	Trum
	NAESB
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