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RE:	NERC Coordination Activities Update
NAESB and NERC continue to engage in engage in ongoing coordination activities regarding areas of overlapping commercial and reliability considerations for the wholesale electric industry.  
In August, the WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS), as it has done in year’s past, met to review the draft NERC 2026 – 2028 Reliability Standards Development Plan (RSDP).  The subcommittee reviews the draft NERC plan each year as part of its ongoing work to help support coordination efforts between NAESB and NERC.  The participants identified thirteen NERC projects the subcommittee will monitor as areas of potential coordination in the development of business practices and reliability requirements and evaluate any possible impact to WEQ Business Practice Standards.  Specifically, participants noted inverter-based resources (IBRs) and distributed energy resources (DERs) as an area where complementary business practices and reliability requirements may be beneficial for industry integration and use of such resources.  This is an area of development already monitored by the WEQ SRS, and the participants flagged eight current or planned NERC efforts as part of the review, including the second phase of NERC Projects 2020-06 Verification of Models and Data for Generators, 2021-01 System Model Validation with IBRs, and 2022-02 Uniform Modeling Framework for IBR.  The WEQ SRS also identified several NERC Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) Reliability Standards, such as NERC Projects 2023-09 Risk Management for Third-party Cloud Services and 2025-02 Internal Network Security Monitoring.  The feedback from the subcommittee was forwarded to the NAESB Managing Committee for consideration and subsequently provided to NERC staff.
The recent efforts of the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) have also been an ongoing area of coordination with NERC.  At the request of the WEQ and RMQ BPS leadership, NERC staff participated in joint WEQ-RMQ BPS meeting held in August meeting regarding the development of business practices to support industry integration of DER and aggregation registries.  NERC staff reviewed two NERC white papers, Transmission and Distribution Coordination Strategies and Reducing DER Variability and Uncertainty, and efforts related to FERC Order No. 901 directives, including data reporting requirements developed as part of revisions to MOD-032 Data for Power System Modeling and Analysis.  WEQ and RMQ BPS participants have noted that a registry could assist industry efforts to collect, validate, and share DER data and suggested the subcommittees consider if business practices could help support industry implementation of NERC requirements.  Currently, the participants are developing registry use cases to identify the operational and market processes a registry may support as well as the associated tool functionality, data categories, and attributes.  The subcommittees will use the developed use cases to help guide the scope and direction for standards development.
Additionally, NAESB coordinated with both NERC and Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) throughout the development of the proposed WEQ Western Interconnection Loading Relief (WLR) Business Practice Standards.  WECC staff regularly participated in the WEQ BPS Western Interconnection Congestion Management Working Group meetings.  NAESB and NERC staffs also remain in frequent communication regarding various activities within the organizations.  Recent topics of discussion have included gas-electric coordination and cold weather preparedness, cybersecurity, and standard development planning efforts of both organizations. 
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