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Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) and Interested Industry Parties
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Caroline Trum, Director, Wholesale Electric Quadrant
RE:
WEQ SRS Conference Call Draft Minutes – June 6, 2024
DATE:

June 20, 2024
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT

Standards Review Subcommittee

Conference Call with Webcasting
June 6, 2024 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Central

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome
Mr. Robinson opened the conference call and welcomed the participants.  Ms. Trum delivered the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  The participants introduced themselves.  Mr. Robinson reviewed the agenda and offered a modification to remove the Agenda Item 4. Review Any Standards Requests, Recommendations, or Minor Corrections.  Mr. Phillips moved, seconded by Mr. Wood, to adopt the agenda as modified. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.
Mr. Robinson reviewed the draft minutes from the April 23, 2024 meeting.  No modifications were offered.  Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Phillips, to adopt the draft minutes as final. The final minutes for the meeting are available at the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs042324fm.doc
2. Continue Discussion on Standards Request R24002  

Mr. Robinson stated that during the last meeting, participants asked if NAESB staff could reach out to NERC staff about the availability of additional information for the terms Reporting ACE, Net Interchange Schedule, Net Scheduled Interchange, and Scheduled Net Interchange. He asked Ms. Trum to provide an update. Ms. Trum stated that NAESB staff had coordinated with NERC staff who provided that the Reporting Ace term is intended to be more descriptive and used for calculations of relevant compliance metrics for Real Power Balancing Control Performance (BAL Standards) and Area Control Error (ACE) is a more general term that describes the concept of control error.  Ms. Trum noted that NERC staff also provided that the terms Net Scheduled Interchange and Net Interchange Schedule were retired and Reporting ACE will refer to the terms Scheduled Net Interchange and Actual Net Interchange. 
Mr. Wood asked if the retirement of the Net Schedule Interchange and Net Interchange Schedule terms would require NAESB to do so as well. He stated that these terms are used in WEQ-004 Coordinate Interchange, WEQ-005 Area Control Error (ACE) Equation Special Cases, WEQ-023 Modeling and not necessarily interchangeable, as currently referenced in the standards. Ms. Trum explained that in developing a recommendation for the request, the subcommittee will need to determine if the new Scheduled Net Interchange should be used in the WEQ Business Practice Standards or if there are commercial reasons to continue to use Net Scheduled Interchange and Net Interchange Schedule. Mr. Wood suggested that it may be helpful to coordinate with the WEQ Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS) Ms. Trum noted that WEQ-005 and WEQ-023 were developed by the WEQ Business Practice Subcommittee (BPS). 
The participants reviewed Standards Request 24002 Attachment and discussed the use of Net Interchange schedule and Net Schedule Interchange within the WEQ Business Practice Standards. Mr. Robinson noted that Reporting ACE is used for compliance metrics and the WEQ SRS needs to determine if there is a commercial reason for keeping Net Interchange Schedule and Net Schedule Interchange as separate terms. Mr. Robinson stated that in WEQ-004, Net Scheduled Interchange is used in reference to commercial functionality relating to the electronic tagging (e-Tagging) process. Mr. Wood explained that Net Interchange Schedule is used in WEQ-005 and WEQ-023 as well as the definition for Net Actual Interchange.  He noted that the NERC definition for ACE now references Scheduled Net Interchange, which appears to exclude asynchronous DC ties from the algebraic sum of all scheduled megawatt transfers.  He stated that from a commercial perspective, the ACE equation needs to account for all transfers of power, including asynchronous generation. Mr. Wood suggested that WEQ-005 continue to reference Net Interchange Schedule as the definition for the term makes clear that ACE considerations should include asynchronous generation. Mr. Phillips stated that this could create variations in the NAESB and NERC calculations for ACE, which may be a burden for industry.
Mr. Robinson suggested that the participants internally discuss with to their company’s subject matter experts the exclusion of asynchronous generation from NERC’s definition for Scheduled Net Interchange and if asynchronous generation is otherwise accounted for in NERC guidance regarding ACE equation. He proposed that the subcommittee hold an additional meeting to continue discussion, develop a proposed action on the use of Net Interchange Schedule and Net Scheduled Interchange versus Scheduled Net Interchange, and seek feed back from the WEQ CISS and WEQ BPS if needed. 

3. Review and Update NERC Activity Report
Mr. Robinson reviewed the NERC Activity Report with the participants.  The participants discussed NERC Project 2016-02 Modification of CIP Standards. Mr. Robinson noted that this effort was adopted by the NERC Board of Trustees. Ms. Trum stated the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee is currently reviewing the proposed changes. Mr. Robinson suggested that project could be moved to no further action. 

The participants reviewed NERC Project 2021-03 CIP-002 Transmission Owner Control Centers. Ms. Trum noted that NERC has indicated that the changes made as part of NERC Project 2016-02 Modification of CIP Standards will be integrated into the revisions being considered for NERC Project 2021-03 CIP-002. Mr. Robinson suggested that this project continue to be monitored by the subcommittee. The participants discussed NERC Project 2022-003 Energy Assurance with Energy-Constrained Resources. Mr. Phillips noted that this project relates to reliability assessments and studies and will likely not impact commercial practices. The subcommittee agreed to move this to no further action. 
Mr. Robinson noted that NERC Project 2023-02 Internal Network Security Monitoring was adopted by the NERC Board of Trustees. He suggested moving this to no further action. The participants reviewed NERC Project 2020-06 Verification of Models and Data for Generators. Mr. Phillips stated that this project may tie into Inverter Based Resources (IBRs) and the Distributed Energy Resources (DER) efforts of the WEQ BPS. Mr. Robinson suggested the participants continue to monitor. The participants reviewed NERC Project 2023-09 Risk Management for Third-Party Cloud Services.  Mr. Robinson stated that the formal comment period for NERC Project 2023-09 Risk Management for Third-Party Cloud Services will end on July 1, 2024. Mr. Phillips stated that this project could impact cybersecurity and should be reviewed by the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee as well. Mr. Robinson agreed and suggested to the subcommittee continue to monitor. The participants discussed NERC Project 2022-02 Uniform Modeling Framework for IBR. Mr. Robinson stated that the formal comment periods end on June 24, 2024 and suggested to continue to monitor this project. 
The NERC Activity Report as revised during the meeting is available at the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs060624a1.xlsx 
4. New Business

There was no new business discussed. Mr. Robinson thanked the group for their participation and stated he would work with the NAESB office to schedule the next meeting. 
5. Adjourn
The subcommittee adjourned at 2:08 PM Central on a motion by Mr. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Woods.
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